SHERRYPIE MANDARIN

Pinyin at a Glance

A beginner reference for Mandarin sounds and tones

Initial + final + tone: m + a = ma

01 Initials (23)

b pm fdtnl gk h j
q X zh ch sh r z ¢ s y w
Includes y and w, following the beginner teaching chart.

02 Finals - the 24-item beginner list

Simple finals (6)
a 0 e i u u

Compound finals (8) + special final er (1)
al el ul ao ou Iu ie UuUe er

er is a special final that forms a syllable on its own.

Front nasal finals: ending in -n (5)

an en 1p un un

Back nasal finals: ending in -ng (4)
ang eng ing ong

After an initial: iou / uei / uen are written iu / ui / un.
After j, g, x and y, U is written u. Keep the dots in nU and 10.

03 Whole syllables (16)

Learn and read these as complete syllables.

zhi chi shi ri zi ci si yi wu
yu ye yue yuan yin yun ying
04 Tones

- 7 ol N\
ma ma ma ma
1st 2nd 3rd 4th
High / level Rising Low / dipping Falling

Third tone often stays low in connected speech. Practise with audio.

This follows the common 24-item beginner finals list.
Longer combinations, such as ia, iao, uai and iang, are learned separately.
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ma

Neutral
Light / short




